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PREFACE

Jammu and Kashmir State has remained  a subject of 
discussions  for the people from  within  and outside the 
political arena. More so,   J&K has been discussed even 
on the soils out side India , much much more than any 
other Indian State,  by  political and “social” entities. 

It is now over 6 decades after 1947. Worst sufferer has 
been the common man of J&K  who has all these years  
remained in confusions  and ideological distresses.
 
Earlier for some years some people did   occasionally talk  
about the “ issue” of accession of J&K with India Dominion 
and the demands for plebiscite  but  it is only after 1990 
that  elements raising questions and throwing challenges  
on New Delhi  started  receiving  near attention of even 
the people from Indian Media,  some human right activists  
and social activists . Ofcourse those who challenged the 
1947 Accession of J&K with  Indian Dominion / demanded 
plebiscite / referendum appear receiving “more”  
attention. 

And  to add to this those raising  issues of internal 
au tonomy/  g rea ter  au tonomy /  e ros ion  o f  
Autonomy/erosion of Article 370 of Indian Constitution too 
became  more active after 1990.  All this added more and 
more confusions  and doubts in the minds of the common 
man of J&K (Kashmir Valley in particular).  

But no effective  exercise  was done ( in particular) by the 
Government of India / State Government / all India level 
political parties / writers / opinion makers  to  undo the 
questions raised by the anti accession/anti India 
elements  as well as  the  questions raised on the 
intentions of New  Delhi. And to all this  has been  added 
another demand  in the name of Self Rule  by J&K 



Peoples Democratic Party in early 2000s and this party 
ruled in J&K along with Indian National Congress  from  
2004 to 2009. Issues raised by some people if remain 
unquestioned / unclarified / unattended do  set the  
grounds for cultivation of belief in favour of those who  
intend to promote  otherwise  view points.  This has been 
the case with the issues mentioned in the fore going 
paras. 

It was  a day before 26 October ( date on which Hari Singh 
Maharaja  of J&K  had signed the Instrument of 
Accession with India in 1947) 2008 ( year of elections to 
J&K Assembly) that  Mufti Mohammed Sayeed and 
Mehbooba Mufti held a press conference at Srinagar and 
released SELF RULE concept document. One thing that  
indirectly  emerged from the  Self Rule paper of PDP  is 
that PDP   in policy does not  totally reject those who do 
not accept the 1947 Accession of J&K with India. A new 
leaf  has been added to separatist ideologies  indirectly 
by Nizamudin Bhatt PDP MLA by unsuccessfully 
attempting to privately  move an un constitutional  
resolution in the J&K  Legislative Assembly Session 
beginning 26 September 2011 asking for naming J&K as 
no integral part of India.

Earlier also the  concept  paper of PDP Self Rule  as 
released by Mufti Mohd Sayeed ( Ex Home Minister of 
India )  in 2008 was left un attended by the Government 
and  those who matter at National ( all India ) level for 
extending the response that it deserved from Indian point 
of view. 

Hence ,surely the Self Rule demand too has  added to the 
question bank  of the people of  J&K  and the world 
outside since the   demands contained  in the Self Rule 
slogan are much  beyond the literary meaning of the two 
the “ companion words'  it is comprised of. New  Delhi  
though did not  approve the SELF RULE proposals 



publically but it also did not  convey  any specific 
otherwise reservations as regards the concepts 
contained in PDP's Self Rule .

I have tried to look into the  spirit and signals that could 
flow from the concept paper that was released by J&K 
PDP in Oct  2008.  I shall feel obliged for the PDP Patron 
Mufti Mohd Sayeed Sahib, Mehbooba Mufti Sahiba  or M. 
H. Baig Sahib correcting me in case  they find that some 
where I have not been  able to understand  the concept in 
the right spirit, I would correct my understanding.

                                                                                                                           
    Daya Sagar

 September 2011



In Jammu and Kashmir Mufti Mohd Sayeed has the first 

rival in Farooq Abdulla's National Conference. So far,  NC  

has held firm to 1947 accession of J&K with India 

Dominion.No doubt NC has been expressing 

reservations regarding the Center  State relations. Mirza 

Afzal Baig had lead the Plebiscite Front that was later 

disbanded after 1975 Indira-Sheikh Accord.

Confusions and anti India concepts  did  nourish more 

further since even after 1990 not much sincere efforts 

were made by New Delhi, all India level political parties, 

writers , opinion makers and local political cadres in 

Kashmir valley in particular and J&K in general, to check 

the separatist ideologists. Governments have not been 

able to reverse the 1989/ 90 mass migration from Kashmir 

valley. Due to this  the local information bank  of the 

people left back in Kashmir valley has  surely moved 

some distance from oneness with India. Rather it could 

also be inferred that some so called mainstream elements 

too advocate separatist view points / demands.  National 

Conference had already passed a Resolution in 1994' 

that is more commonly under stood as Greater Autonomy 

Resolution / demand to pre 1953 Status.

Later  NC lead government  had got a resolution on 

similar lines passed by J&K Legislative Assembly on June 

26  2000 adopting  the State Autonomy Committee 

Report  that had been presented  on 16 April 1999.  In 

J&K PDP competes with 
NC's Autonomy 

posing as a mainstream party
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simple words the June 2000 Autonomy Resolution  of  JK 

Legislative Assembly  is more understood by common 

man as  moving to pre 1953 constitutional position. 

The Union Cabinet rejected the resolution adopted by the 

Jammu and Kashmir State Assembly on June 26, urging 

that the pre-1953 constitutional position in the State be 

restored said that suitable steps will be taken to ensure 

harmonious Centre-State relations in the light of the 

recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission….. In the 

above context, the Cabinet finds the resolution passed by 

the State Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir endorsing the 

report of the State Autonomy Committee unacceptable...
.
The Cabinet feels that the acceptance of this resolution 

would set the clock back and reverse the natural process 

of harmonising the aspirations of the people of Jammu 

and Kashmir with the integrity of the nation…Most of the 

recommendations contained in the report of the State 

Autonomy Committee seek to reverse the application of 

constitutional provisions to the State of Jammu and 

Kashmir which may not only adversely affect the interests 

of the people of the State but would also tantamount to 

removal of some of the essential safeguards enshrined in 

our Constitution.  

Besides, the issue of restoring the constitutional situation 

in Jammu and Kashmir to its pre-1953 position had been 

discussed in detail by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah with 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1974-75.  It is noteworthy 

that the agreement signed after these negotiations had 

affirmed that ``provisions of the Constitution of India 

already applied to the State of Jammu and Kashmir 

without adaptation or modification are unalterable….The 
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cabinet, therefore, decides not to accept the resolution 

passed by the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly on the 

report of the State Autonomy Committee….  

The Government is of the firm conviction that national 

integration and devolution of powers to States must go 

together. NC still blows the trumpet  of  autonomy ( this 

would  be d iscussed in  deta i l  separate ly ) .  

So Mufti Mohd Sayeed too found raising 

controversies more saleable  and came up with “Self 

Rule promise”. Some people named PDP Self Rule as 

replica of the formulae that Pak President Parvez 

Musharraf  is said to have suggested . 

Mufti Mohd Sayeed has not so far  out rightly rejected 

such  inferences/ allegations. Under the circumstances 

the separatists/ those who talked of referendum or 

plebiscite did not have much opposition to face from the 

masses.
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Congress lead Government at New Delhi too  did not  

distance from PDP and kept on sharing power in JK with  

PDP till 2008.  It was here that PDP got encouraged and 

to out beat National Conference  it suggested more 

vociferously  that (i) the currencies of both India and 

Pakistan should be used in J&K and PAK ( POK)  (ii) there 

should be common control of Indian and Pakistan on 

certain subjects as would pertain to J&K and PAK (POK). 

PDP even used the term Pakistan Administered Kashmir 

in place of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir and New Delhi  

still “recognizes “ PDP as main stream political party. May 

be now need has arisen to even  rework the definition of a 

main stream political party.

In Kashmir Valley PDP did succeed in sentimentally 

exploiting the innocent Kashmiri masses  and in  2008 

assembly elections proved  tough on Congress & 

National Conference.. PDP  did not dare  to  adopt openly  

anti accession approach like JKLF / Hurriyat since that 

way it would lose chances of  power rides.  PDP did not 

refute accession in plain words but it asked some thing 

like joint control of India & Pakistan over J&K  well 

knowing that  it  was not  possible without out undoing  

1947 accession  with  India.

After having established some roots in Kashmir,  PDP 

leaders understood that to remain in the political power  

race (local)   PDP has to make its stand on the 1947 

PDP does not refute accession 
in plain words, but does ask 

something like
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